Growth and residential conditions of a slum community in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Based on the authors' fieldwork, this article examined the spatial and demographic growth of a slum community in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in association with the inhabitants' socioeconomic conditions. In this slum community, which is near the industrial and commercial centers and has developed especially since the early 1970s, most dwellers are migrants from other parts of Colombo. The increase of dwellers resulted in a high-density residential condition, represented by an extremely small floor area per person, despite an income level that is not extremely low.